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TOj ’ J, Lee Rankin i ' 

Howard.?, Wlllena (■ . 

FROM? W. David Slawson I 
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SUBJBQT* Tes^i^gny gn 0§w^ld Ca§g 

Reference is made to the medical record of Lee 
Harvey Oswald dealing v^ith his confinement in the hospital in 
Minsk in the spring of I 96 I for an infection of the inner ear> 
which was furnished to us by the Russian Government at our . 
request, (Document No, IC~l) On page 13 of this document 
the follov;ing sentence appears in what seems to be an entry 
made by the doctor in the case: “He does not mention any 

previous disease ^ne word misaingT’ and denies having had any 
venereal disease,^ 



We know that Oswald vjas lying. He contracted 
gonorrhea while he vias in the Marine Corps, The reason why / 
this might be of interest is that some venereal diseases, ^ 

syphilis for one, can create a chronic internal infection 
ivhich years after it has begun results in deterioration of the 
nervous system and ultimately of the brain itself, with marked ; 
psychological effects. If this kind of medical history is 
possible with gonorrhea, then the sentence Just quoted might ; , , 
be interpreted as the Russian physician’s thought that Osvjald's 
ear trouble could be a sign of this kind of internal infection. 

If this is so, then the same infection could have continued to 
grow until it had effects upon Oswald's mental state. In this 
connection it is interesting to note that Oswald's conduct ,v. 

seems to evidence a deterioration of his mental stability in 
, the last year or so of his life. 


^ ; 


I have discussed this matter with Howard WJ,llens 
and we feel that it is worthwhile at least to Inquire confi- 
dentially of a competent physician who specializes in this kind 
of disease or a related area to find out whether gonorrhea in 
particular can have this kind of serious aftereffect. If his 
answer is In the affiraiatlve, then a full scale exploration of 
probabilities, including a re-analysis of Oswald's autopsy and' 
whatever else might be necessary, would seem called for* 
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I might note bore that Ar-len Specter* has a good 
working relationship with some of the physicians at the 
Betheada Naval Hospital and perhaps ho could easily handlo 
this aiatter, 

I was thlrJcins that we might, as a general 
proposition, deliver all Oav;ald*s medical records. Including 
the autopsy, /to the group of physicians for whatever comaients 
they ialght,cJUE»e to offer. 
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